438             To tJie Bev. William Mason         [1776

Having nothing new to read, I have "been tumbling over
my old books, and there I found what I had never read
nor heard mentioned, and which I think has a vast deal
more of wit than the ancients "used in their writings. Mind,
I say used, for no doubt all times and all countries have
produced men of wit, and I know Julius Csssar had a
collection of Cicero's toons mots. Diogenes Laertius too has
recorded those of the philosophers, very few of which
I allow to have any wit in them. The piece I mean is
Seneca's De Morte Glaudii Gaesaris. There is a good deal
of Greek in it, and I have forgotten my Greek, and some
of my Latin too, and do not understand many passages in
this satire ; but let me give you an instance of great wit;
speaking of his death and the astrologers, who had not
foretold it righliy, he says, koram ejus nemo n<mtf nemo enim
ttlum vwqwm natum putavit.

Last night I took up Pope's Letters to Mr. Digbyfi, and
finding Lady Suffolk's name, I regretted having never
questioned her about the latter. This is a sort of pleasure
I lose every day. I came into the world long enough ago
to have informed myself from elder persons of many things
I should now like to know; and there is much more
satisfaction in inquiring into old stories than in telling
them. Formerly I was so foolish, like most young people,
as to despise them. I don't mean by this to invite the
young to apply to me ; I am not over-fond of their company.
Eecollection is more agreeable than observation at the end
of life. "Will Dr. Johnson, and I know not most of the
rest by name, interest the next age like Addison, Prior,
Pope, and Congreve? will General Gage or Sir Peter Parker
succeed to the renown of the Duke of Marlborough, even

R Hon. Bobert Digby (<1. 1726), his sister in the lines beginning,
second son of fifth Baron Digby. 'Q-o, fair example of untainted
Pope wrote Ms epitaph and that of youth.'ter of Parma at the court of Prance,     into I'rench.
